
Supporting Our 
Micronesian Students



How Are we 
Supporting Our 

Micronesian Students 
in Our Classrooms & 

Schools?



Take breaks as 
needed.

03

Please mute your 
mics. 

If you have a 
question, you can 

add it to the chat or 
raise your hand. 

02 You can move to 
another room at any 

point.

04

This will be recorded 
for internal HSTA use 

only. 
01

Room Norms



Reflection 3. 

How?
Classrooms 
School wide 2. Resources4. 

Where & Why? 1.

Agenda



ELA/EL teacher/EL Coordinator

Konawaena High School 

Making School Cool to Talk About

Maestros Vibe Podcast

Karina Hernandez

http://www.maestrosvibe.com
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zb3VuZGNsb3VkLmNvbS91c2Vycy9zb3VuZGNsb3VkOnVzZXJzOjUxODQzOTQwOC9zb3VuZHMucnNz


#beingMicronesian





Where is Micronesia?

https://earth.google.com/earth/d/1Yb9m9Qh4ovv7ALa2ySeQTLZKr_EfxVnm?usp=sharing


Getting to Know the Islands
Palau

- Approximately 340 islands
- The most populous island is Koror
- Gained full sovereignty in 1994; however, it is in a free association with the United 

States meaning the US provides funding for infrastructure
- Main economy is tourism

Federated States of Micronesia
- Consists of four states (Yap, Chuuk, Pohnpei, and Kosrae)
- Became a sovereign state in 1986
- Also has a compact of free association with the United States

Marshall Islands
-  29 coral atolls making up 1,156 individual islands and islets
- In the 2011 census, about 52% of Marshall Islanders lived on Majuro, the capitol
- Islands were given name after John Marshall, British colonizer 
- The inhabitants call it “jolet jen Anji” - Gifts from God 



Anointed

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuDA7izeYrk


Supporting Students in the 
Classroom

Wellness

Climate 
Change

Goals & Dreams

Engagement



Goals and Dreams Activity



Goals and Dreams Activity



Climate Change

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/rising-seas-force-marshall-islands-relocate-elevate-artificial-islands


From One Island to Another

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDFGFoMbqus


Wellness

https://drc.casel.org/


Engagement

Students want to learn and it is up to us to engage them. It is important to 
allow students to express themselves in creative ways.

For example:
- One pagers
- Socratic seminars
- Creating songs 
- Using instruments
- Sharing about cultural activities  



TIPS for Supporting Pacific Islander Students



Advocates

Making sure that we 
advocate for them in 

their courses

Getting to know 
families and 

understanding their 
hopes for their child’s 

education 

Supporting Students at 
our Schools



Culturally Responsive Education





Reflections



Resources
Articles:
● Risk and Protective Factors of Micronesian Youth in Hawai’i: An Exploratory 

Study
● How Hawaii Schools are Building Bridges to Mirconesian Students 
● We Are Oceania non-profit
● #BeingMicronesian in Hawaii Means Lots of Online Hate 
● Tips for Supporting Pacific Islander Students in Higher Education 

Videos:
● Nuclear Savage: The Islands of Secret Project Documentary 
● PBS - Micronesians Make Home in Milan
● Supporting Our Micronesian Families - Hawaii Statewide Family 

Engagement Center
● Papa Mau: The Wayfinder

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2886516/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2886516/
https://www.civilbeat.org/2018/05/how-hawaii-schools-are-building-bridges-to-micronesian-students/
https://www.weareoceania.org/about-us/
https://www.civilbeat.org/2018/09/beingmicronesian-in-hawaii-means-lots-of-online-hate/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FeQGcv7SL9HRnVkP7w_io8oI_J09K0Bt/view?usp=sharing
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/28826
https://www.pbs.org/video/micronesians-make-home-in-milan-31343/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yfb6rGFaxY0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yfb6rGFaxY0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9IF8jCLxyAA
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